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Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
Alcohol Use Trends 



Data 
Explanation 

 Data presented in the graph for 
alcohol use before age 13 years 
can be explained by the younger 
the student, the more likely they 
are to actually remember if they 
were age 12 or 13 years of age.  To 
most casual observers the data 
seems ‘inverted’. 



Percentage of Montana students who  
had at least one drink of alcohol in their lifetime 
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Percentage of Montana students who  
had their first drink of alcohol other than a few sips before age 13 years 
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Percentage of Montana students who  
had at least one drink of alcohol during the past 30 days 
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Percentage of Montana students who  
had 5 or more drinks of alcohol in a row, within a couple hours, 

 during the past 30 days (binge drinking) 
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Percentage of Montana students who  
usually got the alcohol they drank from someone  

who gave it to them (during the past 30 days) 

34 
30 

35 

43 

34 35 
40 41 

38 38 
34 

40 

32 33 

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35
40
45
50

2009 2011 2013

12th graders 11th graders 10th graders 9th graders 7-8 graders



Percentage of Montana students who  
had at least one drink of alcohol on school property 

 during the past 30 days 
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YRBS 

 Montana Youth Risk Behavior Survey 

 www.opi.mt.gov/yrbs 

 
 

 

 

 

Program contact:  Susan Court 

406-444-3178 or scourt@mt.gov 


